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UNTIL VACCINE: ON UNLOCK 5 
Unlock moves should continue to protect the vulnerable, as the economy shifts gears 

 India’s fifth round of unlock regulations for October, allowing a further expansion of public activity 

mainly in education, entertainment and business conferences, comes at a time when COVID-19 transmission is 

steady in many cities. Nationally, though, the new infections being added everyday, at about 60,000, represent 

a decline in recent days, as per Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center data. The stringent March-April 

lockdown, and the subsequent measures to unlock the economy to prevent an equally debilitating crisis to 

livelihoods, have made India an uncommon case study. The decision to allow States to consider reopening 

schools and coaching centres after October 15, for students who wish to optionally attend, will prove a difficult 

one, considering new research evidence based on data from Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh pointing to high 

prevalence of infection among children who were contacts of virus cases in the same age group. Slowing 

community spread is bound to become more complicated, since governments blame careless attitudes for 

continued transmission — notably in Kerala and Tamil Nadu. While essential movement for economic reasons, 

including use of public transport, is unavoidable, indifference towards safe public behaviour is extracting a 

heavy social cost. Even in the face of a deadly pandemic, governments are taking a benign view of recalcitrant 

people who do not wear masks, even on buses and trains, spit in public, and crowd commercial locations. 

During the monsoon and winter months, and the festive season, polite, persuasive enforcement would be 

essential to reduce infection rates. 

 Among the relaxation measures in the October unlock phase is permission for cinemas and multiplexes 

to open at 50% capacity, but the risk surrounding enclosed spaces and transmission from asymptomatic 

individuals is real. Viewed against the enhanced risk of environments where masks are removed for eating and 

drinking, such as cinemas and restaurants, these entertainment options may not have wide appeal in the pre-

vaccine phase. While the economy shifts gears in the activity phase, the Centre should be focusing on 

improving the understanding of the health impacts of COVID-19. Disappointingly, while it has emphasised 

massive recovery rates from the infection, it has failed to standardise testing and reporting methods among 

States, and publish fine-grained data on types of tests carried out in each State, anonymised patient histories, 

post-recovery status for complications and mortality. Repeated emphasis on a large number of recoveries, 

which were expected anyway, but without the necessary caveats, may be encouraging millions to lower their 

guard. Every effort to relieve the citizen’s fatigue over COVID-19 should be made, but the goal is to preserve 

health until a medical breakthrough is made. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 

 unlock (noun) – a process of freeing something 

from restrictions. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 the vulnerable (noun) – a weak/neglected person 

who is in need of special care/support. 

 shift gear (phrase) – to change from one level (of 

activity) to another. 

 at a time (phrase) – during. 

 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol 

implemented by the authorities that prevents 

people from leaving from a place; An extended 

state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of a 

person by the authority. 

 stringent (adjective) – strict/stern, severe, tough/ 

rigorous. 

 subsequent (adjective) – following, ensuing, 

successive. 

 measure (noun) – course of action, action, 

procedure. 

 debilitate (verb) – weaken, disable, paralyse, 

undermine, impair. 

 livelihood (noun) – means of making a living with 

the basic necessities (food, water, shelter and 

clothing); means of support, subsistence, source of 

income. 

 case study (noun) – good, instructive example; 

record, evidence. 
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 point to (verb) – indicate, suggest, denote. 

 prevalence (noun) – it refers to the number of 

cases of a disease that are present in a particular 

population at a given time whereas “incidence” 
refers to the number of new cases that develop in 

a given period of time. 

 community transmission (noun) – community 

spread/transmission means spread of an 

illness/disease for which the source of infection is 

unknown. An infected person has no travel history 

to an affected area and no known contact with a 

person previously diagnosed with a particular 

disease. It is possible the patient is exposed to a 

returning traveler who is infected. 

 local transmission (cluster) (noun) – local spread/ 

transmission means spread of an illness/disease 

for which the source of infection is known. An 

infected person has travel history to an affected 

area. We could able to identify and trace 

individual cases, and ring-fence a cluster (of them) 

to prevent the spread of infection. 

 bound to (adjective) – certain/sure, very likely, 

guaranteed. 

 notably (adverb) – especially, particularly, 

strikingly, markedly. 

 indifference (noun) – unconcern, apathy, 

carelessness, disregard. 

 public behaviour (change) (noun) – (in public 

health) it refers to efforts put in place 

to change people’s personal habits and attitudes, 

to prevent disease. 

 social cost (noun) – a bad or unpleasant effect 

that a business has on people/society. 

 in the face of (phrase) – despite, notwithstanding, 

regardless of; when confronted with. 

 benign (adjective) – agreeable, approachable, 

considerate, helpful; favourable, advantageous. 

 recalcitrant (adjective) – non-compliant, 

uncooperative, wilfully disobedient. 

 persuasive (adjective) – convincing, effective, 

compelling, forceful. 

 enforcement (noun) – imposition, 

implementation, execution. 

 relaxation (noun) – moderation, modification. 

 asymptomatic (adjective) – relating to a 

condition/person with no symptoms. 

 symptomatic (adjective) – relating to a 

condition/person with symptoms. 

 pre-symptomatic (adjective) – relating to a 

condition/person with mild illness/symptoms. 

 enhanced (adjective) – increased, raised, 

intensified. 

 appeal (noun) – attractive/interesting quality. 

 emphasise (verb) – draw attention to, put stress 

on, underscore, highlight. 

 standardise (verb) – systematize, regulate. 

 fine-grained (adjective) – having great attention to 

detail. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

execute. 

 anonymised (adjective) – relating to the process 

of removing personally identifiable information 

 from data sets, especially in the medical test 

results. 

 mortality (noun) – (in a particular time/for a 

cause) the rate/number of death. 

 caveat (noun) – warning, caution, condition. 

 lower one’s guard (phrase) – to become less 

careful, to become less vigilant, to become less 

alert. 

 fatigue (noun) – tiredness, weariness, exhaustion. 

 preserve (verb) – protect, safeguard, maintain. 

 breakthrough (noun) – very important/significant 

development or progress. 

***************************************************************************************** 

MIXED SIGNALS: ON SEPTEMBER GST DATA 
The latest GST data give cause for hope of a sustainable momentum in growth 

 In these pandemic-hit times, when most economic news has been grim, the latest GST data give cause 

for some hope, albeit cautious, especially to policy makers overseeing beleaguered public finances. Gross 

revenue collections from GST scaled a six-month high of ₹95,480 crore in September, the first time in the 
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current fiscal year when the tax receipts exceeded the year-earlier period’s figure. Clearly, with lockdown 

restrictions having been significantly eased, economic activity appears to have regained some momentum as 

people strive to reclaim a semblance of normality and businesses rush to restock inventory ahead of the peak 

consumption season in festival-marked October and November. Other high-frequency indicators, including 

automobile wholesales and the survey-based Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) for manufacturing, both for 

September, reflected this push to build up stocks. The IHS Markit Manufacturing PMI reading was at its highest 

in more than eight years as accelerated increases in new orders and production buoyed the sector’s outlook. 

GST revenue from the import of goods was also marginally higher than in the year-earlier period, signalling 

that inward shipments of commodities used as inputs in manufacturing had inched up. Merchandise trade data 

from the Commerce Ministry show Indian purchases of metal ores and pharma products in September posted 

increases of almost 43% and 28%, respectively, appearing to correlate with the trend in GST. 

 However, the 3.88% year-on-year growth in gross GST revenue must be seen in the backdrop of the 

fact that GST receipts had slid to a six-month low in September 2019 — a 2.7% contraction — as overall 

economic momentum slowed considerably. The key concern now would be to gauge the durability of the trend 

in GST collections, especially considering that over the first six months of the current fiscal, the cumulative 

revenue receipts are 25% lower year-on-year. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s annual Budget for 2020-

21, announced in February before the pandemic and lockdowns pushed the economy into a record 

contraction, had projected a 12.8% growth in GST receipts, a goal that now seems surely impossible to realise. 

With the GST Council expected to meet today and attempts to resolve the contentious issue of GST 

compensation shortfall, Finance Ministry officials have their task cut out in trying to assess if their earlier 

projections of a ₹3-lakh crore shortfall in GST compensation would need to be recalibrated in light of the 

uptick in receipts. A reasonably accurate prognostication for the tax collection trend for the second half may 

well hold the key to untangling this logjam over the ways to fund the shortfall and the Centre-State trust deficit 

it has created. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 

 mixed signals (noun) – contradicting signals/ 

indications. 

 cause (noun) – reason. 

 sustainable (adjective) – acceptable, reasonable, 

sensible, legitimate, well founded. 

 momentum (noun) – strength, energy, force. 

 pandemic-hit (adjective) – affected by pandemic. 

 grim (adjective) – distressing, upsetting, 

worrying, unpleasant, dismal, awful. 

 albeit (conjunction) – though, even though, 

however. 

 oversee (verb) – supervise, administer, manage. 

 beleaguered (adjective) – hard-pressed, troubled, 

suffering. 

 gross (adjective) – total, aggregate, whole, 

complete. 

 scale (verb) – increase (in size, number or extent). 

 fiscal (year) (noun) – financial year. 

 ease (verb) – reduce, lessen, decrease. 

 strive (verb) – try, attempt, make every effort. 

 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol 

implemented by the authorities that prevents 

people from leaving from a place; An extended 

state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of a 

person by the authority. 

 semblance (noun) – similarity, equivalence, 

resemblance, likeness. 

 inventory (noun) – stock of a business; the goods 

and materials that a business holds for the 

ultimate goal of resale. 

 Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) (noun) –
 Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) is a monthly 

business survey data provided by IHS Markit. The 

monthly data are derived from surveys of senior 

executives at private sector companies. PMI data 

is used for accurate and timely insight into the 

health of a particular economy. The PMI data are 

used by financial and corporate professionals to 

better understand where economies and markets 

are headed, and to uncover opportunities. 
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 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, reveal, exhibit. 

 build up (phrasal verb) – increase, improve, raise, 

augment. 

 IHS Markit (noun) – it is a global leader in 

information, analytics and solutions for the major 

industries and markets that drive economies 

worldwide. It partners with clients in business, 

finance and government to help them see the big 

picture with unrivaled insights that lead to well-

informed, confident decisions. 

 buoy (verb) – support, uplift, encourage, 

stimulate. 

 outlook (noun) – prospects, expectations, 

hopes, lookout. 

 inward (adjective) – coming in from outside (the 

country). 

 inch up (phrasal verb) – move, ascend, advance, 

increase gradually. 

 merchandise (mass noun) – goods, commodities, 

produce. 

 iron ore (noun) – rocks and minerals from which 

metallic iron can be economically extracted. 

 year-on-year (adjective) – year over year (for 

comparison). 

 backdrop (noun) – situation, scenario, context. 

 slide (verb) – decrease, decline, fall, drop. 

 contraction (noun) – In economics, it refers to a 

decline in national output as measured by gross 

domestic product. 

 considerably (adverb) – greatly, significantly, 

substantially. 

 gauge (verb) – assess, estimate, evaluate, 

appraise, analyse. 

 cumulative (adjective) – collective, aggregate.   

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 

typically affects a large number of people across a 

wide area. 

 durability (noun) – permanence, longevity, ability 

to last, strength. 

 contentious (adjective) – controversial, 

disputable, debatable, disputed. 

 compensation (noun) – payment, repayment, 

settlement (for loss/damage).  

 GST compensation (noun) – Under the GST law (In 

India), state governments are guaranteed full 

compensation for any revenue loss for the first 

five years after the introduction of the goods and 

services tax (GST) in July 2017. The compensation 

is a gap between actual revenue collected and 

projected revenue. 

 have one’s work/task cut out (phrase) – be dealt 

with a difficult task. 

 projection (noun) – estimate, forecast, prediction, 

calculation. 

 shortfall (noun) – deficit, inadequacy, deficiency, 

shortage. 

 recalibrate (verb) – re-evaluate, reassess, 

rearrange. 

 in light of (phrase) – taking into consideration, 

considering, taking into account, keeping in mind, 

in view of. 

 uptick (noun) – a small increase or upward trend. 

 prognostication (noun) – prediction, forecast,  

projection. 

 hold the key (phrase) – to have control. 

 untangle (verb) – find a solution to, resolve, clear 

up, clarify. 

 logjam (noun) – unsettled situation. 

 trust deficit (noun) – lack of trust (on authorities-

from societal point of view). Situations with low 

levels of trust are not supportive and often 

counterproductive. People feel vulnerable and 

look at each other with suspicion. As a result, they 

are less open, since they fear that they will not be 

fairly treated by the other side. 
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